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THE 


VANITY 
Hum an Beſpects, 


IN A 


SERMON 


Did you not know, that I muſt be about my 
Fatber's Buſeneſs ? 


OD was not content to give us Ove Pled;e 
| of His Kindzeſs, by aſſuming our Nature ; 
but- would add a Second, by eſpouſing our 

Miſeries : her Showres of Tears, with which He 
firſt faluted the Worl7 at His Nattvity, were ſcarce 
dried up, when He permitred the Lance to open a 
Way to Streams of Bloed; that we might read His 
B Kindneſs 
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Kindneſs in as many Charatters, as He poured out 
Drops ; and that our Eyes might be SpeStators," as 
well as our Ears Witneſles, of His Affection. But, as 
our Sins cry d out atoud fora S1viawr ; fo did our 


Blingheſs ple 3 carpeUY” fo 
degmer $ Deggh, inciggd, oF gi qpal: AN 
Bid; His Life was requiſite, to point us out a Me- 
thod to be Gord: And th&eforc, He was gen" to 
leave. us His, qzvrt Lf Model to frame our 
and to buy the Gao; S Bil widythe Þr 
thoſe Vertues, with which we muſt NN? the 
Happineſs of our Seals. He taught us Poverty at his 
Natzyity, bereaving Himſeſf of all{Things' thn W- 
He" created: All” Helpragelf d usOlgdience E hi its 
cumciſton ; and Patience at his Death : But, in mis 
Pay $ Golped,, He vives us a Document /as accolfary to be 
karnt, as 1t 1s hard ro be put in execution ;, Via. Ne- 
ſeiebatis in lis qug, Pattis m4 - ſunt oportet me efſ: 2 
* Do you not know, that my Afedtion to you muſt 
* give phce-to thai, Zope 1.bear my CFathews- That 
* ha the Ties of Fleſh and: Blend are too bs 1 
* to reſtrain me (rom my Duty? Dear Chriſtiant ! 
og this, Great Preacher; and per{wagde-your ſelyes, 
thet it was not fo GAP a Deſire of ſatisfying his 
Parents, which open'd his Sacred Mouth, as of inſtry- 
Qing you in: a Pojut, that perchance you all know, 
though 
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though (1 fear):ſew praftiſe. «Alas! we live info 
Complemtwting an Age, that One falſe Step in regard 
of - a Companion, carries us into' greater Convulſrons, 
than a Thouſand Treaſons againſt 'GO D. We lead 
Lives'at Random; as:if we could be Sav'd by Proxy ; 
&7, a5 if the Fear of offending a Debauch'd Friend, were 
a juſt Reaſon to. offend GOD. In fine, 'Qur Judg- 
ments axe ſo deprav'd by Heatheniſh Principles, ena- 
ed by Chri/tians,, that moſt Men (Alas! ) chooie 
xather- to. be feally Bad, thari to be thought Good - 
A ſtrange Frenzy (I confeſs,) and a moſt Couragi- 
ous Cowardize, to ſtand the Stroke of a 7Thunder-bolt, 
and to tremble at the Touch of a Tongue, which takes 
its Point fronvour own Imazazaatzop!' Give me Leave 
this Day to arraign PUMAn BReſpeits from this Pu 
pit, which Jeſus Chriſt condemn'd in the Temple : 
Be not angry, it, whil{t I accuſe this Yee, I fall not 
in It'oy (elf; out of a Fear of difpleafing. 7hoſe whoin 
L eanhot pexſe, without "_ ng why Chates, and 
their Salpation, | 21;C 


- Lwill draw my Diſconrſecinto 7wo Feads-s viz 
Firh, will diover the Incriagues of the QirReD; 
to, witl-draw' their. Fellow-Creatures. From the very' 
Root okGodlineſs, the True Faith And theil wilt 
arm Theſe with Weapors capableto Fer-come the 
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ſtrongeſt þuman Reſpefts ; which have always 
been the moſt fatal Ofacles the Devil can put in their 
wav, who ſeek the Truth. Secondly, 1 will addreſs 
my Piſcourſe to Thoſe, who, in ſpight of all Op- 
pofition, have embrac'd the True Faith df Chil z 
and will lay before them ſuch Morves, as ſhall be 
able to perſwade any Man of Reaſon, into a Reſo/g- 
tion of bearing up cloſe to the Duttes cf his Religgen; 
without which Cempliance, FAItY is but aſotmding 
Cymbal, a ſpecious Name, and an inſignihcant No- 
thing. 


_— 


—_ 


> | 15S agreat Happineſs to Walk in the Wiy,which 

leads us to Eternal Felicity ; and an Unhappi- 
neſs above Expreſſion, to run (in this World) towards 
a Miſery without Redreſs,becauſe Endleſs. Thoſe run 
| theFortune of the Firſ,who embrace a Trut Faith; 
and Thoſe the Misfortune of the Second, who hugg 
a Falſe One. So that we ought, in Prudence, to 
:mploy all our Care to be in the Right: And yet, 
(O Heavens! ) our Study is to be in the Wrong ; 
notwithſtanding, as if our own Reaſes were too weak 
to.work our Ruin, our Companions lend us an Hand ; 
and We (poor Creatures! ) lay hold of it, out of Ci- 
witity, though the Ccmplement coſt us our own Sat 
vation, 
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vation. Tis a ſtupendious Thing, to ſee what -D/- 
vines this Corrupted Age (and I may add too, this CE 0- 
rupted Citp_ hath brought forth, and nouriſhed ; 
and alſo, how docile S:ho/ars are, in learning rhoſe 
Maxims they thould never hear of without Horror ! 
Somme teach raw 7exuth, That poor Men here below 
grope in the Dark ; That Things beyond this World 
flote on 7ncertainties : And therefore, That thoſe 
black Stories of Hei!, thoſe diverting Fables of Hea- 
ven, are only fit to take place among the Remantick 
Zales of a Poetick Brain : That the moſt Sparky Fits 
of Antiquity, could never diſcover the leaſt Glimme- 
ring of any other Dijvizity, tlan Fortune : And, Why 
ſhould We (blind Bats) pretend to diſcern a Being, 
thoſe Eag/es never elpied 2 Theſe B/1ſphemies (edg'd 
with Wit, and back'd with the Aurhorzty of Thoſe, 
whom Feols have placd in the Front of the Vir- 
twoft) are recc:v'd by Touth, (which would fain fird 
a Veil for the Llackeſt Crimes ) as Oracles dropt from 
Fleaven. 


Tius Diſcourſe is follow'd by Peals of Applanſes ; 
every One Cries, The Gentleman Bath Reaſon : though, 
14 reality, he hati; no more, than todeceive his Zea- 
rers; nor 7heſe,than to be decciv'd. Bur,if ſome are not 
overcome by this canting and modiſh Piece of Sophi/?ry, 
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then Ze fits down in the Chair of the Scorner, as the 
Pfalmiſt expreſſes it ; and, for want of Re.1ſon, laughs 
his Auditory into his Atheiſtical Belief. 


] muſt confeſs, Railery hath more augmented-this 
Impious Daftrine, than any other Engin (either the 


Craft of Satan, or Malice of his Emiſſaries ) ever ſet-a 


running : For (thoug}] 1 I cant tell how it comes to 
paſs, yet) certain it is, That whoſoever patiently 
bears a Ra/lery, 1s judg' 4 defetive in his Intellpituats : 
And fuch is the preſent Periwaſion of Maxtzxd, that it 
isa leſſer Blemiſh to be eſtecm'd voyd of Gzace, than 
Wit. And then the Fear of loſing a Place in the Acade- 
my of Wit, or of being quite cut off from the Conver- 


fation of Men of Parts, (rights poor C1 catures into 2 


Reſolution of embracing a Religion, which hath no 
other Articles, than to deny 4/!, But, becauſe no» 
thing but a Defire to Die as Beallts, can perſivade 
Men thus to Live like Them ;- and that Few are 
ſo indulg'd to Sexſe, as quite to lole it: Therefore 
ODthcrs, better acquainted with the Zzclination of 
the Times, will grant, that there is a GO D. But then 
we turn Him into a Latitudinarian ; as if Any 

Vorſhip ſatisfy'd Him, as well as That which He pre 
me d Himſelf. GOD, fay they, with the Old Pazzy 
Maximes, is too vaſt to enter Whole into 'AMaw's 
Under- 
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ole: Rurdinn'; He muſt be raken in Pieces; and 


ſorne muſt be coritented to worlhip One $;.. -bol, and 
ſome Another, as they judge convenient : He is not 
lo nice,'23 Divines make Him ; Tis Honovr He re 
quires, without qua arrclling at the Manner: And 
therctore, all Rcliz jons are good, if ſupported by o- 
rality: "Thus do theſe Mey extol cy ery Perſwaſon, 
and are of None themſelves. They erect a new Par- 
thbon ;' yet adore no other Divinity, but their own 
rambling 1mazinrticn. 


'Now, that this ſair Di/courfe vents foul Fulſities, 
*is'evident to All, who are not reſolv'd to te decciv'd: 
Whoſoever hath caft Fur one Glance upon the Scriy- 
fare, cannot "but know, That as there is but One 
GOD, and One Bapti/m; fo there is but One Tre 
Faith; and that he who will not acknowledge this 


Church to tc his Mother, cannor have 6G 0D fo his 
Father.” 


Yer after all, this Do#rive is fo varniſht over with 
the' fpecions Colour of Reafon, fo firtetned wich 
the bewicching Altirements of Liberty; rhar Many 
atonec it Sorhe embrace it! and Others have not Con: 
rage enough to condemn it. They either i imagine, thar 
Stlence ſpcaks lond enough their Diſkke of it, or it is 


not 


T 


> 


$ 
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not their incumbent Duty to be io Zealous for G 0 D's 
Honour, as to expcle their Own to the Capricio of 
Men; trom whom they cannot expedt any Civility 
ſceing their Malzce is not aw'd by the Majeſty of 
their Baker. 


' But, for God's ſake, D.C. (and your own) do not 
lt any Þuman Reſpeits tie your 7ewpues, when 
Zeal for your Maker's Honour commands you to. 
ſpeak. If [mpiety dare appear bare-fac':, give your 
Piety the ſame Freedom ; and be not 1:1ore fearful to 
defend your Mater, than his Enemies arc to unthrone 
Him, Fly from them, as [rum Men truck with the 
Plague; and do not ſcruple to ſeparate your ſelves 
from Thoſe, who have ſeparated themſelves from 
GOD. Bur, if it be your Misfortune once to fall in 
fo deprav'd a Company, (and Grd knows, 'tis an Ac 
cident may frequently happen in this Great City) 
run not into it a ſecond Time: They are ſick of a 
Mertal Diſeaſe ; and nothing is more Natural, than 
w catch it. To hant a Sinner, 1s the next Degree 
to be like him. Cum perverſo perverteris. Do not ſay, 
fo monſtrous a Blaſphemy ſounds too gratingly in the 
Ears of a Chriftian, ever to be heard without ndig- 
nation : Alas! Alas! Sms are but lke Out-landiſh 


Moxfters ; which, at firſt, fright us; but, in ow 
© 
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of Time, delights us. Neither be inveigld by the 
ſpecious Name of a Friend ; for, How can you in 
Prudence put one Grain of Truſt in a Mar, who 
difavows all Fidelity to GOD; from Whom he can 
both Zope and Fear more, than from any Creature 


breathing; 
þ 
But, I confeſs, few have ſo great a Reſpe for a 
Companion as, for his fake, to unmake their ves 
ry Maker; that is, To deny His Being, - to whom 
they owe their Own. This ſervile Deference is only 
incident to 7hoſe, who have loſt all Conſcience by re- 
doubled Sis : And then, ſeeking a Remedy worſe than 
the very Evz/, they perſwade themſelves, there is 
no Ze! Below, to puniſh Crimes; no GOD A-\ 
bove, to recompenſe YVertues. Nor wil they be per-. 
ſwadet out of this Temerarious Tenet, till Experience 


forces them to feel their Miſtake. 


buman Reſpefts take their Range more ordina- 
rily among Thoſe, who profeſs a Religion, but dare 
not embrace the True Dne, although they know 
it: The Devi raiſes a thouſand Black Imagjnations 
in their Heads; and their own Cowardize as many 
more: And _ theſe Aery Fancies (which take 


their Terror from Aypobung ons alone) quaſh all Re- 
Yn © ſolution, 
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folution, but to'Profeſs openly the Relipine Arla-mote ; 
and Interioutly That, which they are convinc'd 
to be the True One. 


But, let me tell You, D. 4. This petty Piece of 
Policy will nor do ; This Jumbling and Blending of 
Religions together, makes but a Babel of Cunſ/ron ; 
which GOD deteſts. Fehz was convinc'd of the Truth 
of the Mofaick Religion; but, ro ingratiate himfetf 
with his Erhnick Subjefts, he plac'd the Calf on the 
Altar : However this monſtrous Mixture of Devo- 
tion, was no better than Impiety; and fo the Holy 
Ghoſt hath publiſh'd ro Poſterity, That Je walked 
in the ſinful Path of his PredeceJor, Jeroboam : Which 
is as harſh an Epitaph, as could be Ingraven on his 
Tomb. | 


Do not then deceive your ſelves, (Dear Brethren !) 
by imagining you comply with your 0/igation, when 
you PreCt a Temple to the Trae Religionin your Heart, 
and an Altar to a Falſe One on your Tonzue. St. Paul 
aſſures you, Confeſſio autem fit ore ad Salutem ; That a 
Publick Confeflion of the Truth, is a neceſſary Re- 
quiſit to Salvation. 


But, Oh Sir! What will the World fay, if I leave 
The 
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The Religion in which I was Borh; to profeſs Ans9- 
ther ; which is the continual Subjedt of Pulpit-Exe- 
cratiow, the common Theam of Railery, and rhe ne- 
ver-failing Topick of all PoeXfives 2 E ruſt cort- 
fels, theſe' Bugbears have frighted more-than orie Soul 
mro Zell. But conſult your own Reafor w little, "1 
beſeech you; and then tell me, Whethe#fuch weak 
Objetttehs ought to overſway your Obligativn, or ſticlt 
| cliildifh Sophiſtry argue you into Ditrlativir > 2.21 
Ft, If it be your Misfortune to Kaobeenhir) 
and haveſpent the greateſt Part of your days in a Falſe 
Religion, rhe greater is your Miſery ; and therefore 
YOU Cannot vrfake that Error too ſooh;, which Farht 
Jeediv'd you fo long: Embrace rather anewoffert 
Liht, and do nor fleep in an old Darkneſs. Be not 
cruel to your ſclves, ſeeing it hath pleasd GOD to 
ſhew you Mercy. 


Secondly, T grant, Dur Religton hath nor only 
teen afperſed by the open Pyofeffo2s of Jinpiety, 
bnreven by Theſe ro whom a counterfeit Zea/ gave a 
place- among the Urrttious: But you mult know, 

Tis no! Erie to be Condemn'd, but tobe Guilty, Was 
our Beſed LORD a Drunkard, tecaule the maliti- 
e "as! $&+:i0cs and Phariſees term'd Hit ft? Was He 
by Di 21: 
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an Enemy to Ceſar, becauſe Geſar's Enemies affirm'd 
it? Or, Did He lay an Forrid Plot to ſubvert the 
Government, becauſe the Fews laid this Treafon at His. 
Door? No, no; C ZRI1ST 's Enemy's Crimes and 
Perjuries could not blaſt: His /1nvcence ; ' nor could 
(yet). His Church's Foes ever black its Reputation, in 
the Opinion of Men, who are greater Friends to Truth 
than Malice ;. and who rather follow rhe Lzzht of. 
Reaſon, than the Torrent of Faition, - Let Men call 
you then, Superſiitions, Cruet,and Fdolatrous, 
if you. joyn your ſelves to Qar Church; the Sx is 
Theirs ; the Vertue of Patience Yours, if you bear 
the Accuſation without any other Concern, than for 
your Perſecutor's Sins. And I am ſure, fo great a 
Bl:fing ought infinitely to out-vy the greateſt Male-. 
dition, which can- flow from the molt inveterate 
Malice. 


This is true, Szr : But after all, the World will 
talk.; nor will all the Sincerity of my Intentions, ever: 
be- able to perſwade Men to put a ſavourable Con- 
ſtruction on my Proceeding. Spleen will blaze it a= 
broad, that Fntereft was the ſole Motive of my Con- 
verſion, not Conſcience; and that 2 Criminal Com=- 
pliance with the Times, rather turn'd my Will, 


than Reaſon convinc'd my Judgment ; and. fo 
I ſhall 
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I ſhall loſe my Honour, and (forfeit my Reputation, 


which is the greateſt 7reaſure a Man of Quality can 
poſlels. 


Pray, Dear Chriſtian, give me leave to ask you 
chis Queſtion ; Can another Mans Wictedne's warrant 
yours? Can a Fear of being thourht a Bad Man, juſti- 
fre your being'ſo 2 The World will fay, Thar Intereſt 
is your" Motive; if it be, Religzon.is but a. Cloak to 
cover your Vice; and you deferve more Execrations, 
than the Towgues of Mei are able to fling on you: 
But if Conſctence be the ſole Ground of your Con- 
verſion; - Will you be fo unnatural as to pawn This: 
on Wicked Mens Account 3 Will you be really a 'Six- 
ner, out of a Fear of being eſteem'd" One > This is a 
Folly above Expreſſion, : and a Deference to an Ene- 
my, which ſhould never be granted the deareſt Friend. 


But you will-hazard your Donour : What then 2 
Good GOD! Shall I rather put to a venture the Sal- 
vation-of my Sou!, than my Reputation 2 Shall I be 
ſoinchanted with the vain Applanſe of Men, who can- 
not be ſufficientiy blam'd, as rather to fling up my 
Right to Zeaven, than: to- forfeit a Place in their Pa- 
negyricks > O in what deceitful B.lances do the un- 
fortunate Children of Adam weigh Things ! How fool- 

CG 3 1h 
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Ih is their Conduft, whoſe only Ambition is to be 
thought Wiſe ! 


Believe me, Donour will never fave your $525, 
(Dear Chriſtzans |) nor falfe Aſpetiiis:damn then : 
So thar, - m Prudence, you oughtnot-ro ſtartle at 
Theſe ; nor to be fo much enamourd with 7/4t, as 
to give it a greater Place - in your. Afﬀecli9rs, than 
your Duty. But, if you wilt be Slaves-to Fonowr, let 
it be to That, whichennobles you;-20t ro That which 
etfgraces you : Be Great 1n tlie Sight of GOV, ;not 
wm the Opinion of Hex ; who are ſure to eſteem That 
moſt, which is of the leaſt Value. - The Zo/y Fathers 
tell us, *7 is an: Hownr to 15 a Chriſtian; and, Tam 
ſire, 'ris a greater. to be a True Dae; that, is, not 
only to Profeis C ZRIST, but a Religion which 
hath its Being from his Eternal. 1] i{dons, not from 
tne Aery Famces of len. 


Well, Sir, I am convinced, 'tis a Madneſs to ke 
byaſs'd by any of theſe weak 470uments : Bur, Tiuncs 
may Change ; and\the P2/171on which 15-now-Pro» 
red, may be Perfecuted by an EJual Authority. 
Times my Change, tis true : But, let me tell yon, 
Perchance, many here preſent, may. be in their Graves 
Shall I tlien aſture my 
Damnation, 


He! Ne 4 boſe Time ) COme, 
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Damuation, out of the Apprehenſion of a Danger, that 
perhaps will never come near me? No, no: Secing 
all my Care and aduſtry can never put my Sow in 
a- perfect Security, whilſt it moves in this Region of 
Zncertainties, 1 will place it as near Heaven as I am 
able ; and never be frighted from ſo prudent a Care, 
by any future Contingencies. 


But, fuppoſe- tizoſe Times were not only to Come, 
LutPzrefent ; Can the Sword of Perſecution, the Ri 
gor of Laws, warrant any Man's Diſimu/ation > Docs 
GOD adapt his Church ro the 7imes ? - Hath He 
Inſtituted One for a Ca/m, Another for a Storm 2 1 


confels ingenuouſly, Lnever ſaw, in all the Monuments 


of Antiquity, amy Foot-ſteps of ſuch an Tvdulzence. 
As GOD 1s without Change, fo is his Religion ; 


and we are oblig'd, under pain of Damnation, to em- - 


brace it, tho' it coſt us the Sweat? of our Brows, nay, 
and every Drop of Blood in our Veins, 


This is C /7{R 1ST's DoFrinz, without any 7Hy- - 
perbole ; If any Man come to Me, and hate at his Ft 
ther, and Mother, and Wife, and Children, and Bre- 
thren, and Siſters, yea, and his own Life alſo, ke cau- 
not he My- Diſciple, Luke 14. 26. By which Words 
He declares, in the moſt poſitive Terms imaginable, 

That 


-— 
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That neither the Reſpect due to our Parents, nei- 
tacr the Love of Wife 2nd Children ; in. fne, neither 
the natural and in-bred Hrclination all Men feel to 
conlerve their Z,-2s, can warrant the Tranſgreſſion 
ot GOD's Com114s : We mult rather quit All we 
can hope for in this IVorld, and exſpoie us to All we 
can fear, thar. ':!! ons Inch (hort of our Duty. And 
becauſe it is 1:01 the Leaſt Command (Tam ſure) 
to Embrace i'ac Faity, which CZZRIS F hath 
Planted witn His Sweat, and V:ired with His moſt 
precious Blood, any Man's not Proofing Jt will be 
pun:ſhed with Eternal Death. 1c that Believeth not, 
hall be Damaed, Mark 18. 16, The Primitive Chri- 
ftizns were convinc'd of this Truth ; and therefore no 
Duman Dotive was capable tro with-draw them 
from CHRIST: TheieInvincible Hero's faw Chnj- 
ſtianity condemn'd by unjuſt Decrees of the Roman 
Senate ; and more Cruelties pur in Execution, than 
were Enacted :. They beheld the Reeking Gore of their 
Maſſacred Bretlren ; were Spedators of their Man- 
gled Bodies, which were either caſt as a Prey to the 
Bealts of the Field, or Birds of the Air. As their 
Divias Conſtancy rais'd their Sou!s above the World, 
lo the Craz!ty of their Perſecutors calt them lower 
than Beaſts : The Wennds they receiv'd, the Torments 
they cndur'd, fo chang'd their Features, that nothing 
was 
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was more unlike. Men, but the Tozmentozs; whoſe 
Barlarity plung'd them into ſo deplorable a Condi- 
tion. Yet Death, 1n all theſe ghaſtly Diſguiſes, was 
not able to fright Young Lords, and Tender Ladies 
from the Goſpel: They read GO D's Commands, 
and were refoly'd ro comply with Them, They knew 
their Souls were at ſtake; and therefore, to ſecure 
Theſe, they thought it no ſmall Piece of 1#/3/dom, to 
expoſe their Bodies, which once would fall a Sacri- 
fees to. Death, in ſpight of Care and Artifice : That 
the Tyrant's Rage, if vehement, would ſoon diſpatch 
them; that, if remiſs, it might be borge. So that 
what they could loſe, was. only what Nature once 
would ſteal. 


» 3 


But Infidelity ren'y 2 far different TORE 
repreſefted Deaven loſt, Dell found, and Both for 
an Eternity. Theſe Motives . ſo ſofined all the dil- 
mal Sequels of a Converſion to Chpiltianjty, that 
they embrac d it with Toy. 


And therefore I do not ſee, a we. ho ng 
from our Obedience to C HR IST's Religion, as great 
Recompences as They, and ought to fear as great Pu- 
niſhments from our Ivfidelity, ſhould wander in a La- 


byrinth of Trreſolations ; or rather ſhould reſolve to 
D be 
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be argu'domof rhe Tru? Fai, by ſuch Arounorts 
as weak Children; and feeble O!d Men have folv'd by 
the Effufion of their B7207l. 


O GOD! Seeing therefore this is thy Command; 

I will ſeek" the Truth,” not' as if 1 fear'd to find it ; 
bur like "One, who knows he may be eternally Hap-: 
py with it, and mutt be perpetually Miſerable with- 
out it. 1 will hy down P2tjudice, which is the- 
worlt of C:ſe!lors, and only take Sincerity with 
me in the Purſuit: And, when' once I am fo fortu- 

nate as to find this Treaſare, nothing, but Death ſhall 

take it from me. I-will not value the Reproaches of 
Premies, nor. the fawning. Diſſwaſions 'of Friends : 

I will facrifice my Zovour to my Duty; the Portion 
I polſefs in*thisWorld,(if need be) to that T-pretend 
to in” Z{eayes;. and the Safety. of my Body, to the 
Salvation of my Se. Becauſe, T am fure, if orice 1 
Joſe This, 'T: ſhall never: find 7?; but ever to deplore 
my Cruelty rowards my' Self, and my Togratitude 
towards my Maker. 


t 
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[ I come now to my Second Point. ] 


Po 


NE would wonder, how Men, who have Cow 
() rave (in ſpight of Railery and-Shame ) ro Em- 
brace the. True Religion, ſhould be fo Cowardly, 
as to fear to ſquare their Lives according to its 7e- 
ets! Or, (what is yet more ſtrange) how Mes, who 
glory in the Name of a Catholick, ſhould bluſh to 
be eſteem'd a Good Dne ! This is a ConduZ7 no lets 
prepoſterons, than for a Man to dare a Gpant, and 
to run from the Face 'of a jF1gmy ! Yet, is it not 
trac in Praftice? IT with it were not. But. our Eyes 
muft convince our Fadgments, that roo many Traits 
of theſe unreaſonable Proceedings are viſible in the 
World. How many are there, perchance, in this ve 
ry Place, who have committed more Sixs to pleafe 
2 Dibauch'o Companion, than to pleafe Them- 
{flvts > Who have more dreaded the Frown of a 
Friend, than the terrible Menaces of an angry GOD? 
You are Invited to a Tavern; You know the End 
of theſe J;1vitations are nor to entertain Friend/bjp, 
but to heighten 7:temperanct ; not to divert Nature, 
but to drown both Reaſen and Grace in Winr.., Vc" "_ 
Conſcienc? bids you ſtay 2 You hear its Poice ; you 


feel its 5/z*7; yeu reſolve to Obey : But then C LinS 
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lity changes your Reſolution ; You fear to be point” 
ed at for a C/owy, in caſe of.a Refuſal: And 1o, in fine, 
you Compliment your {cif out of GO D's Holy Grace, 

and accompany your Friend to Heil, You are ap- 

pointed to mect a Club of Deſperads?'3-in{uch Places, 

as-Z7onefty, nay, and common Humanity, ſcarce dares 

name: If a frequent Repetition of. Szzs have net quite 

Iull'd your Conſcience aſleep, it.cannot bur ſtartle at 

the bare makipg of fo unchriſtian.a Propoſal. In the 

mea11 time, G2ace. and Nature wage. a War with- 

In your Breaſt; you. fear to Go, and are aſham'd to 

Stay; you Tremble at an Acceptation of the Challenge; 

and Shiver as much at. the-very Thought of a Refu- 

ſal. You fee GOD threatning- Above, Hell mena- 

cing Below; and you feel the Pargs and Throws of 
a. Conſcience, knawing within: But then a Quid  di- 

cent homines? (What willmy Companions fay 2) drives 
away theſe wholeſom Admonitions, to give. placs 
ta the Helliſh Executioners of. Sin. 


Your Conſcience.-puts befoze your Eyes the diſmat 
Scene of your Crimes; it echoes forth aloud, Nie 
Pueniteutiam egeritis ſimul omnes peribitis, Either Pe- 
ance, or Damnation : There is no Medium betweers 
theſe Extreams ; no Place for Neutrality. 


Conſult 


| 
| 
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Conſult then your own Memory, examine your 
Duty, and deplore firſt the Neglect of it; anc ther, 
Vade & oftende te Sacerdoti, Calt your iclt at a Pr/e/!'s 
Feet, and lay There thoſe Monſters of Iniquity, which 
otherwiſe will live Eternally to Torment you. A Tras- 
cient Shame is far more eaſie to be borne, than a Fer- 
petual Puniſtment ; and a Grief with Pardon, is bets 
ter than So-rrow- with Deſpazr. | 


Theſe Admonitions ſoften our Zearts; we embrace 
the Counſel, and reſolve to put it in Execution : But, 


in the-mean time, an /vitarion comes from a Friend... 


to ſome YVain, or -perhaps Criminal 'Divertiſement-: 
Our Pos Reſolution mult give place-to a Ceremoni- 
ous Condeſcenfion, leſt we commit a-Swliciſm againſt 
©0900 Banners, or diſappoint a Friend. We run 
into Treaſons againſt our Souls, we diſappoint GOD's 
Fatherly De/rgns, and our own Salvation, Where 
is Prud-nce > Where is Chriſtianity > nay, Where is 
even Sex/e, in this prepoſterous Conduct? For, I am 
ſure,, not- one Grain of Reaſon: is viſible in it, from 
one End to the other, Suppoſe you. ſhould have the 


C-uraze to ſend back Word, That Bufieſs of the 


higheſt Concern, will not give you Leave to accept 
of the Þ:opoſal ; That you intend to make Frer 


palt Scores with GOD, before you. hazard your ſelf 
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to the Dayxzer of encreaſing Them. What can yot 
apprehend z What? why a Thouſand 17ck-Names 
will te clapt on me, before I dream of it; of which 
Bigot and Þppoc2ite are the leaſtterrible. And yer, 
GOD knows, too many leis ſcar open and real /m- 
piety, than to be aſpersd with Bigotry, which car- 
ries nothing Z7idzoys, but the Name; and had rather 
be Real DIPCCrites, than be depuned $2. 


Good 6G O D! That Mes ſhould thus run away from 
Alen, and be $skar'd at their own Speczes ! What de- 
- termines you, Oh miſerable Creature, to a Reſoluti- 
on, W hich is fo Fatzl to your own S»v/ 2 Fear ! What 
ls it you fear? BY Companions ! Can all their 
Malice ever reach your $0z/2 Mo. Why then do 
you fear Zhat, which is nor worchv of the Paſſion? 
Bzcau'e nothing is worthy of the leaſt $;mptome of 
Fear, but That which' renders us unworthy of the 
Charater of a CHRISTIAN, But they will 
refame ine! How? GOD forbid,” thar in a Chri- 
ftizr Kingdom, even Heathenifh Vices ſhould bear the 
Stamp of Chriſti.» Vertuzs | That Cath9licks ſhould 
glorv in /mpicties, which Dagans were aſham'd of! 
or 11m 2wav from Chaſtity, as a Crime, which 1d-- 
laters them{lves conrted as a Pertue. Are Choiflt- 
of ''s L:rs fo vik, that we muſt bc aſham to keep 
them 2 
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them ? or, Is the Contempt of Them fo dignitying, 8s 
to deſerve « Place amongſt our Titles of #enoar ? 
Is there no ways poſſible to be thought a Geat/eman, 
unlefs our Eſc utcheon be fabled with U ce2 O G0D! 
degrade me of $29bility,” if 1 muſt purchaſe my. 
Arms at fo high a rate as Zeaven! Level me with" 
the pooreſt Worm, which creeps on the Face of the 
Earth, if you will but promiſe me afterwards a Place 
among the Happy Troops of thy Elect ! I ſhall always 
etcem my felf Higher with thy. Ho'y Grate, an the 
Loweſt Place that the Opinion of Men is able tocaſt 
me, than to move in the moſt Shire Sphere, with- 
out it. Let Men call me Clown, and what they 
pleaſe ; I value it not : If my Ruſticity will once 
open Hexvex's Gate, I ſhall be Happicr than They, 
whoſe Civility will plunge them into Miſery. O foo!s 
ſh Mas! who rather chooſeth to be a Well-bred Gentic« 
man in Hell, than'a Pious Clown in [Jeaven. 


But pray, Dear Auditory, give me Leave to infiſt 
a Iintle longer on this Subject. ©bloquy,; and the 
Fear of Jnfamp, frights you from-your Dutty : From 
whom do 'yauy lear theſe Aſperfions 2; From whom 
the Ivfamy 2. From Fools,” or Wiſe Men That is, 
From the Pious, or the Impious > From the Wi/e you 
cannot:. For, How canthey condemn Yertze.in Yor, 


which 
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which They glory to Praiſe themſelves? The Frizhr 
then comes from Fools ; that is, ſrom the Jmpious:; 
Now, What Mar of a ſober Judgment, ought in Pry. 
dence to frame a worle Opinion of another, for being 
diſprais'd by Thoſe who . deſerve Blame themſelves 2 
Nay, I add yet farther, That all-the Satyrs of the 
Wicked, are, in reality, 'the Panegyricks of the Juft.; 
and that they only black Thoſe, whoſe Tongues are 
ſo black as to 'pronounce them. For, as it is the 
greareſt Sign of a Loyal Subjed to be rated at by a 
Traytor'; 1o tis:no leſs viſible a Mark of a Catho- 
Iick's Pzety, than continually to lie under the: Cem 
fares of the Wicked. 


"Wherefore, Dear Chriſtians, 1 will End with the 
Prophet's Exhortation : Nolite timere opprobrium hom 
mum, & -Blaſphemias corum nolitemetuere ; Fear not 
the Obloquies of Men, and let not their Blaſphemies 
alarm you: Sicut enim veſtimentum, ſic comedet eos 
wermis ; Becauſe they ſhall ence fall a Vitim to 
Worms : Salus autem mea inſempternum erit ; The 
Time will come, when they ſhall fall under the Pu- 
niſhment-of their Crimes, -and you ſhall flie up to 
the Recortipenſe of your Vert#es. You will then ſee, 
ayhat a Miſery it is to:court ice, what an Happineſs 
to embrace Yertue. *Cry then out with St. Paul; 

| Non 
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Non erubeſco Evangelium ; 1 am not aſham'd of the Go- Rum, x. 
ſpel. Ler the World Cenfure my Change, 1 will *6: 
Approve /t; and let them Laugh, I will Forgive 

them. Maledicent illi & tu benedices; And, as my Pſa. 108, 
Courage hath carry'd me over all thoſe Earthly Yo- 25: 
tives, which would hinder my Chozce of the True 
Religion ; ſo, by GO D's Grace, ſhall my Conſtan- 

cy trample under Feet thoſe Þuman Reſpetts, which 

skare Chzilſtians from their Duty. I know, 'tis a 
Bleſſing to be a Member of the True Thurch; and 

that I draw. down a Curſe, if I am a Bad One: And 
therefore, I will not ſo miſuſe GO D's Favours, as to 

oblige Him to puniſh Me more than Others, becauſe 

He hath loved Me more. 


I do therefore now, in the Preſence of GO D, and 
of His Argels, Retract my former Weakneſſes; and 


do purpoſe never more to buy any Man's Friendſhip 
at fo vaſt a Price, as GOD's Diſpleaſure. No; My 
only Study ſhall be, to learn the Obedience 1 owe 
my Maker, and my only Labour to comply with it. 
This is the fole &Jayp, which leads Me Z7ere into 
Content ; and will Zereafter-place Me in that Z7ap- 
py Region Above, where I ſhall ſee my Maker, and 
teel my own Felicity, 


Deo Gratias. 


